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- ATALENTED ARCHITECT CREATESA DREAM <

~ GARDEN—DESPITE THE CHALLENGES OF A PROTECTED
~ LEDAR ELN SITTING 1N THE BACKYARD.. -~
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SOMETIMES, A LOCATION HAS YOUR HEART. DESPITE THE CHALLENGES OF DESIGNING AROUND
PROTECTED TREES, JED DUHON KNEW THE PROPERTY’S LOCATION WAS IDEAL FOR HIS FAMILY. “WE MULLED
OVER THE PROPERTY LOCATION, AND WE REALIZED THAT SECTION OF THE ALLANDALE NEIGHBORHOOD
HAD DIRECT ACCESS TO MANY RESTAURANTS, GROCERY STORES, ICE CREAM SHOPS AND THE PUBLIC
LIBRARY—ALL WITHIN WALKING DISTANCE, " HE SAYS. THOSE ASPECTS ALLOWED THE FINAL PiECE TO FALL
INTO PLACE: TAKING THE PLUNGE AND PURCHASING THE PROPERTY.
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(ABOVE, LEFT) IN ADDITION TO THE CHALLENGES, DUHON
STUDIED THE SUN ORIENTATION, VIEWS AND WIND, ALL WITH
EXPLORING IDEAL SPACES FOR BEING OUTSIDE AND PROTECT-
ING THE INTERIORS FROM DIRECT SUNLIGHT. “THE TEXAS SUN
IS BRUTAL, AND ARCHITECTS ARE ALWAYS DESIGNING TO PRO-
TECT HOUSES FROM DIRECT SUNLIGHT AND HEAT GAIN—BUT
ALSO ALLOWING AS MUCH NATURAL LIGHT AS POSSIBLE."

(ABOVE, RIGHT) ONE OF THE MAIN PRINCIPLES OF M‘ID~CEN—
TURY MODERN DESIGN IS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
NATURE AND THE GREAT OUTDOORS. “AS TECHNOLOGY HAS
ADVANCED OVER THE YEARS, ARCHITECTS HAVE DEVELOPED
BUILDING METHODS THAT KEEP OCCUPANTS COMFORTABLE,
HEALTHY AND WITH GOOD CONNECTIONS TO QUTDOOR
LIGHT AND NATURE,” DUHON POINTS OUT. “I INCORPORATED
THIS PHILOSOPHY THROUGHOUT THE DESIGN.”
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After creating countless

homes for clients, the time came for
Jed Duhon, architect and principal of Studio Stein-
bomer, to design one for himself and his family. The

Austin, Texas, resident had several goals in mind
while searching for the right property.

“The first priority was finding a relatively flat lot
that allowed for an easy connection between enter-
tainment areas of the kitchen and living in the out-
door spaces,” Duhon explains. “Second was finding
a pedestrian-friendly neighborhood for the kids to
ride bikes and for us to walk to nearby restaurants.”

A property on Bull Creek Road spoke to him and
his husband, Michael Troy Harper. However, while it
was situated in a wonderful spot for an active family,
it wasn't a flat lot. In fact, it was very much occu-
pied by a 1940s house—and, on top of that, it had
protected cedar elms in the rear yard, with one in
a particularly dominant place. This meant that not
only would the first home have to be removed (the
couple ended up donating it!), the design of the
home and gardens would also have to work around
the majestic squatter.






