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NESTLED!INTO A HILLSIDE NEAR DOWNTOWN
AUSTIN, A RESIDENGE IS THE IDEAL PERCH
FOR A PAIROF EMPTY NESTERS.
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ner Vickee Byrum had & good heac
1 in helping her clients reimagine their
tory abece near Gowntown Austin,
She had teamec Up twice before with the
cwners, empty nesters whe relocatec from
autsice the city to enjoy downtown views anc & walkte-
dinne lifestyle. In reuniting to collaborate on this project,
Byrum sought to enhance the struclure’s architecture whie
conjuring evocative and inviting interiors. *The first time
| 58w the home with my clients, we christened i a jewel
box among the trees.” the designer recalls. “Every piece
selected for the home was 1o be standalone beautiful,
anc we're grateful every artisan with whom we shared
aur vision embracec cur goals”

A contemporary gem with expansive wincows
sumptuous surfaces and a thirc-floor master bedreom, the
residence captures views of heritage-oak ty
decided to make any & few changes to soften the struc
because it was 50 wel cone” Byrum says. In recent years,
the previous homeowners hac initiated a total rencvaticn
carriec oLt by a Dick Clark + Associates team that ncluced
architects Mark Vornberg and Kevin Gallaugher anc
resicential designer Matt Garcia, who has since founded
his own epanymovs firm, along with structural engine
firm StructuresPE. For this peoject, Galaugher retumed
to the residence with architect Kim Powes, 850 with Dick
Clark + Associates, to install hancrails on the fat ro0f,
&0d exterior stars leacing 1o the new reoftop deck and
ensure coce CompANCe for the new owners; construction
manager Monty Jacobs of Jacobs General Contracting slso
helpec with the new roaftop deck “Accing a rooftop perch
provicec unabstructed views of cowntown and aliows the
couple to enjoy sunsets and cocktais.” Byrum says.

The scenery of the neighboring trees is also visible

through fioor-to-ceiling windows in the combinec living,
dining anc kitchen area on the second fleor, above

‘EVERY PIECE
SELECTED FOR
THE HOME WAS TO
BE STANDALONE
BEAUTIFUL"

~VICKEE BYRUM

the garage. The cpen space exudes wamth with an
abuncance of woed features, inclding walnut-clac
cabinetry,  fireplace wal and mahogany wincow frames.
To mitigate, if ever cesirec, the brightness of the natural
ioht streaming through the wincows. Byrum anc th
nomecwners incorporatec sheer off-whie linen drapenes.
1 to work with coler, sheen and texture to bring
a 501t of glow to the space;” the wife says. Similar wincow
weatments help conjure a luxuriously tranquil ang soft
‘eeling in the master bedroem, alongsice elegant six
bed:

ing, & Mereccan rug and @ brass chandelier
The icck piays to the vision Byrum and the homeowners

hac for the project: "a sophisticated, elegant home
reminiscent of a New York City piec-2-tere overlooking
Central Park” she explains. This inspired the resicence’s
heme, which leans heauily on bl
@ backsplash was areacy n place,
the rest of the palette revesls tsel through pleces such as
a blue velvet Holly Hunt sofa and light gray wool Herman
Miler armen, living room, & blue Ligne Roset sofa
n the study and a gray granite 1Lb in the master bathroom

Byrum anc the homeowners also pricritzed stancout
ighting throughout the project, including custom pieces
by lighting cesigner Mark Figuereco. Above the cining
1abie hangs a stunning chandelier he createc with ver
swinless-steel whes embedcec with xenca bulbs. *1 had
is image in my mind of the chandelier resembling
nkling lights—ike stars—to anyone viewing the house
from outsice at night” Byrum explains. Ancther hanging
ight Figueredo cesigne, this one for the study, features
ata branches celicately and artfully assembled
around a biown-glass or. "It creates this fractured effect
is unbefevable.” Byrum says.

Tuming her attention to the outcoor an
critical component for the husband, who prioftizes spencing
time outsice—8yrum enlisted the expertise of lancscape
cesigner Bill Roberts of 3 Phase Design Stucio.
clients purchasec the house.” she 1 only usable
anc accessible cutdeor spaces were the decks on the
secenc and third floors.” In response, Roberts createc an
outdoor living space in & previously unusable area behind
the home, where & Braziian ipe wood wal now gives way 1o
tricolored imestone paving, a fountain and Fibonacd lounge
chairs. The husband now enjoys strumming his guitas &
Space on Austin's many wam o

Winether relaxing together at home or ententaining
friends anc famiy, the homeowness relish being nestied
among the trees, cocooned in the serenity of their
bespoke and inviting home—with all the offerings of
Comntown Austin just steps sway. “The house is fe:
oasis” the wie says. *It's modern wiholt coldness and
nas a feeling of calm. It's wonderful to have someplace
so serene to cal home.” I8
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‘THAD THIS IMAGE OF THE DINING
AREA CHANDELIER RESEMBLING
TWINKLING LIGHTS, LIKE STARS.

~VICKEE BYRUM










