BRIGHT
FUTURE

A COUPLE ENLISTS A PROVEN TEAM TO REALIZE THEIR
DREAM OF A MODERN HOME NEAR DOWNTOWN AUSTIN.

¥ TATE GUNNERSON 7 A DROR BALOINGER







The rough-hewn surface of the wall juxtaposes the
three-level home's white-plaster exterior, which features
a flat r00fine with few adomments—a deliberate noc to
the classic mecernism of the 19205 and “30s. A spacious
outdeor main terrace extends the fving ares outward
while offering treetop views of the neighborhood and city
just beyonc. " pulls you oLt to the ecge of the site and
captures the downtown vistas” OLsey Says.

Large overhangs offer privacy whie protecting the interior
from harsh summer sunlight. At the same time. varicus
©openings that lead to & series of terraces expand from wall
to wall anc floor to ceiling. The clerestory windows have no
heagers, which enables ingirect light 1o fiter inside. *I allows
the spaces to feel more expa: anc the walls seem to
met away.” Chandler says

Insice, a central staircase with floating wood treads anc &
vertical slotiec-stee! screen in place of a guarcrail crestes
a focal point throughout the house. In essence, this feature
& home's ony circulaticn path, so the architects labored
to make & special *It's & visually I light-filec element in
this very simple space.” Chancier says, painting to a doubie-
height window at the landing of the stairs.

Requiring ciose collaboration among several craftsmen,
the stainway's compiex intersection of horizontal, verical anc
ciagonal lines creates a dramatic backarop for the cpen
kitchen, where gray quartz countentaps play off both the
steel elements anc the white laminatec-melamine cabinetry
that appears to recede into the wals. “The owners wanted a
y minimal project—as contemporary as we couks muster,”
Ousey says. When closed, the cabinets creste a simple,
clean backerop.
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